
A LOOK AT THE CORIOLIS EFFECT IN HURRICANES

Speaking of spin, did you know that hurricanes spin in a counter-clockwise direction in the The Coriolis Effect Affects the
Direction of Air Currents You can check out the visual representation of the entire process in this video released by.

So what does this have to do with hurricane spinning? You will notice that the ball kicked on the north side of
the tracks appears to travel to the right from the viewpoint of the kicker. As a result, storm systems seem to
rotate clockwise. Earth is constantly spinning around its axis, from west to east. Rolled with regular effort, the
ball appears to curve, or deflect, to the right. Military sniper s sometimes have to consider the Coriolis effect.
Results As the platform spins, the lines drawn from the center will curve around the paper. The consistently
circulating patterns of these air masses are known as trade winds. They appear to bend to the right in the
Northern Hemisphere. When the merry-go-round is not rotating, rolling the ball back-and-forth is simple and
straightforward. And, why do they spin in the first place? Such a hurricane would need to defeat these currents
in order to make it across. For this reasons, hurricanes almost never occur in equatorial regions, and never
cross the Equator itself. Always prepared, you happen to have a soccer ball handy and want to make an
impressive trick shot. The year-old Great Red Spot is perhaps the most famous of these storms. In the
Northern Hemisphere tropical cyclones rotate counter-clockwise, and in the Southern Hemisphere tropical
cyclones rotate clockwise, true to the Coriolis Effect. That means that they suck air into their center. The
opposite would happen in the Southern Hemisphere. Since the atmosphere is generally characterized as a fluid,
we can imagine this as a water current which moves against the flow of the waters around it. Big storms like
hurricanes and typhoons tropical cyclones are low-pressure systems. The above points make it unreasonable
for a hurricane to return to the equator and cross to the other side. Encyclopedic Entry Vocabulary The
Coriolis effect describes the pattern of deflect ion taken by objects not firmly connected to the ground as they
travel long distances around and above the Earth. If you threw your airplane directly northward, you might
think it would land straight north. You could observe the Coriolis effect if you and some friends sat on a
rotating merry-go-round and threw or rolled a ball back and forth. It affects weather patterns, it affects ocean
currents, and it even affects air travel. The ball kicked to the south, though, appears to the kicker to travel to
the left. Along these oppositely curving patterns water rushes towards the body to fill in the gap left by the
disturbance. Here's the basic idea. This apparent deflection is the Coriolis effect. This is what happens with
our attempted trick shot.


