
PLOT SUMMARY OF BARN BURNING BY WILLIAM FAULKNER

A short summary of William Faulkner's Barn Burning. This free synopsis covers all the crucial plot points of Barn
Burning.

But after the father leaves, Sarty wiggles free and begins to run. Source Abner leaves the rug on the front
porch but that afternoon Major DeSpain comes back to the house and is visibly angry. Source William
Faulkner's short story "Barn Burning" can be a tough story to follow, Faulkner's long and meandering sentence
structure and his tendency to bury details leaves some readers frustrated and ready to give up. Snopes and his
two sons then leave the store and head to their wagon. The justice of the peace asks Mr. Harris, who has made
a complaint against Abner. Two hours later, the servant drops off the rug that Snopes had soiled and instructs
him to clean and return it. Snopes puts Sartoris back to work, and the following days are consumed with the
constant labor of working their acreage. Sarty tries to chase the kid but his father stops him. Complication The
rug in the de Spain mansion When Sarty sees the de Spain mansion, he thinks it stands for "peace and dignity"
 He tells Abner he's going to charge him twenty extra bushels of corn to pay for the hundred-dollar rug. The
judge notes that there is no proof but Harris insists on bringing the boy up on the stand to try to get him to
testify against his father. The narrative focuses on what must be the boy, Sarty's, sensations of cheese smells
and angry voices. He ain't burnt Though they change the character name, Paul Newman plays a grown up
Sarty who wants to be trusted and loved. While Sarty's brother seems to be very much like his father, Sarty has
a depth of feeling and understanding at ten years old that his father doesn't. The next day they arrive at their
new sharecropper home which was "identical almost with the dozen others Harris along with a verbal
message:"Wood and hay kin can burn. We later learn that Colonel Sartoris is a celebrated Civil War general
from the county and that is who Sarty is named after. Snopes supervises as the two sisters reluctantly clean the
carpet with lye, and he uses a jagged stone to work the surface of the expensive rug. Abner wants to talk to the
owner and he takes Sarty with him. Abner then takes a stone and uses it to scrub out the stains but in doing so,
purposefully scrubs so hard that he rubs the rug raw and leaves a trail that looks like a "mowing machine" had
been on the rug. We don't know if after warning de Spain he will try to warn his father that he warned de
Spain, or what. When Sarty sees the owner's fancy, white mansion he feels like everything just might be all
right after all. He tells Abner that he has it and that he will owe him a dollar to get it back. Sarty's knows his
father wants him to lie, and is terrified. Plus, we don't know for sure at this point if Sarty is a tragic hero, one
who meets tragedy at the end of the story. When he sees the Major he can only get out the word "Barn" over
and over. The next day the Snopes family arrives at their new home, a shack on the farm where they will be
working as tenant farmers. Later that day, the servant brings the rug to the Snopes family house to be cleaned.
The judge mistakenly thinks the rug was burned in addition to being soiled and destroyed. We don't know
what will happen to him, but there is something exhilarating about the fact that even at ten years old, Sarty is
determined to do things his way, to make his own choices, and live by his own code of honor. A hungry boy
named Sarty craves the stew and bread in the store. Abner warns Sarty that he has to stick to his own kind and
his own blood--that of his sharecropper lifestyle and his barn burning father. That night, the family camps. On
the way to the front door, Sarty notices that Abner deliberately steps in some fresh horse excrement. The judge
dismisses the charges against Snopes but warns him to leave the county for good, and Snopes agrees to
comply. But Abner indicates that the Major will never get the corn from him. As he walks towards the woods
"he did not look back. The Justice decides that Abner is responsible for the damage to the rug, but he reduces
the fee to ten bushels. After doing so, the judge asks Mr. Though his wife asks him to let her do it, he says he
is going to. The Judge tells Mr. The judge is confused for a moment and asks if the rug was burnt too but the
father lets him know that it was not.


