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However, which form of community to emphasize and which form to deemphasize depends upon the needs
and problems of particular societies. They argued that contemporary liberalism and libertarianism presuppose
an incoherent notion of the individual as existing outside and apart from society rather than embedded within
it. Even big cities can and should strive to protect and promote a distinctive ethos Bell and de-Shalit  Let us
assume, for the sake of argument, that we can identify one particular attachment so deeply-embedded that it is
impossible to really bring to conscious awareness and so significant for one's well-being that an individual can
only forsake commitment to its good at the cost of being seriously psychologically disturbed. One such
communitarian argument is that democratic rights in Singapore can be justified on the grounds that they
contribute to strengthening ties to such communities as the family and the nation see below, section III. Which
Rationality? In fact, there may even be something distasteful about someone who questions the things he or
she deeply cares aboutâ€”certainly no marriage could survive too long if fundamental understandings
regarding love and trust were constantly thrown open for discussion! When there is extensive reliance on law
enforcement, this is a sign of social failure. Rawls, J. Wrong, D. The main thesis of responsive
communitarianism is that people face two major sources of normativity: that of the common good and that of
autonomy and rights, neither of which in principle should take precedence over the other. Martins Press. They
contend that a major function of the community, as a building block of moral infrastructure, is to reinforce the
character of its members through the community's "moral voice," defined as the informal sanction of others,
built into a web of informal affect-laden relationships, which communities provide. Frug , pp. While it may be
true that certain communal practices often, or even mostly, guide our behavior behind our backs, it doesn't
follow that those practices ought to be valued, or reflectively endorsed in non-ordinary moments of existence,
much less that the government ought somehow to promote these practices. The only land site matching the
construction specifications was a settlement called Poletown, Michigan. Responsive communitarians seek to
build communities based on open participation, dialogue, and truly shared values. This argument is developed
at length in Bell , ch. Such an overriding good e. This has provided for broad and diverse communication and
interaction styles, behaviors, expectations and manifestations almost in every economic unit. Other
suggestions to protect communities of place include: granting community councils veto power over building
projects that fail to respect existent architectural styles; implementing laws regulating plant closures so as to
protect local communities from the effects of rapid capital mobility and sudden industrial change; promoting
local-ownership of corporations; Shuman and imposing restrictions on large-scale discount outlets such as
Wal-Mart that threaten to displace small, fragmented, and diverse family and locally owned stores Ehrenhalt 
Before jumping straight into theory, a focused assessment of what control means must be understood. So the
distinctive communitarian political project is to identify valued forms of community and to devise policies
designed to protect and promote them, without sacrificing too much freedom. Thick and Thin. Such
communities, based on face-to-face interaction, are governed by sentiments of trust, cooperation, and altruism
in the sense that constituent members have the good of the community in mind and act on behalf of the
communitys interest. Much turns on empirical analyses of actual politicsâ€”to what extent our interest in
community is indeed threatened by excess liberal politics, to what extent the state can play a role in remedying
the situation, to what extent the nourishment of communal ties should be left to civil society, and so on. In
contrast to s communitarian thinkers, East Asian critics of liberal universalism have succeeded in pointing to
particular non-liberal practices and institutions that may be appropriate for the contemporary world. At the
very least, communitarians posit an interest in identifying with familiar surroundings. Rawls says 'the self is
prior to the ends which are affirmed by it. Many practical suggestions along these lines have been raised.
These include public health and homeland security. Specific -Diffuse 4. Its members formulated a platform
based on their shared political principles, and the ideas in it were eventually elaborated in academic and
popular books and periodicals, gaining thereby a measure of political currency, mainly in the West. You may
also sort these by color rating or essay length. The result is illustrated by the kind of deterioration of law and
order that followed the imposition of Prohibition in the United States and the war against drugs in Mexico.
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Oxford: Oxford University Press,  This raises a current debate on consumerism. Etzioni, for example, argues
for a whole host of pro-family measures: mothers and fathers should devote more time and energy to parenting
in view of the fact that most childcare centers do a poor job of caring for children , labor unions and employers
ought to make it easier for parents to work at home, and the government should force corporations to provide
six months of paid leave and another year of unpaid leave Etzioni , ch. Michael Sandel, in Liberalism and the
Limits of Justice argues that Rawls' conception of the person divorces any constitutive attachments that
persons might have to their ends.


