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These general reasonings have been strikingly confirmed during the late scarcities. It is not however peculiar
to this race, but probably exists in a great degree among all barbarous nations, whose food is poor and
insufficient, and who live in a constant apprehension of being pressed by famine or by an enemy. Let us call
the population of this island eleven millions; and suppose the present produce equal to the easy support of
such a number. However, the current rate of increase since is over two billion per 25 years, more than twice
the Malthus predicted maximum rate. To these causes, which forcibly repress the rising generation, must be
added those which contribute subsequently to destroy it; such as the frequent wars of these savages with
different tribes, and their perpetual contests with each other; their strange spirit of retaliation and revenge,
which prompts the midnight murder, and the frequent shedding of innocent blood; the smoke and filth of their
miserable habitations, and their poor mode of living, productive of loathsome cutaneous disorders; and, above
all, a dreadful epidemic like the small-pox, which sweeps off great numbers. So take it or leave it, if you can
accept it I think this book is for you. It's a lot to take in and he is very much focused on academic and
scientific arguments so if you disagree with anything you can disprove it yourself point by point. Not a living
person was to be found in the bays and harbours that were before the most frequented. Some kind of
convention would be then called, and the dangerous situation of the country stated in the stronger terms. They
found sufficient subsistence in their new country, increased rapidly, attacked their neighbours, and by superior
valour or superior fortune gradually exterminated them, and took possession of their lands; occupying a great
extent of country, and having increased, in the course of some years, from three or four thousand to thirty
thousand, 95 while the tribes of their weaker neighbours were daily thinned by famine and the sword. If every
man were sure of a comfortable provision for a family, almost every man would have one; and if the rising
generation were free from the fear of poverty, population must increase with unusual rapidity. The substitution
of benevolence, as the master-spring and moving principle of society, instead of self-love, appears at first sight
to be a consummation devoutly to be wished. In the late s Ehrlich predicted that hundreds of millions would
die from a coming overpopulation-crisis in the s. The first of these arguments has, I confess, always appeared
to my own mind sufficiently conclusive. To remedy the frequent distresses of the poor, laws to enforce their
relief have been instituted; and in the establishment of a general system of this kind England has particularly
distinguished herself. Throughout the whole of the present work I have so far differed in principle from the
former, as to suppose the action of another check to population which does not come under the head either of
vice or misery; and, in the latter part I have endeavoured to soften some of the harshest conclusions of the first
Essay. It may at first appear strange, but I believe it is true, that I cannot by means of money raise the
condition of a poor man, and enable him to live much better than he did before, without proportionably
depressing others in the same class. Godwin , M. The poverty and misery arising from a too rapid increase of
population had been distinctly seen, and the most violent remedies proposed, so long ago as the times of Plato
and Aristotle. The pious Malthus would be absolutely revolted at the sight of modern day abortion clinics and
the mass use of contraceptives. They are brought upon us by vice, and their consequences are misery.


