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It wasn't, like in World War Two, a case of a single belligerent pushing others to take a That event precipitated the July
Crisis, which saw the major European.

Listen to a recorded reading of this page: Your browser does not support the audio element. It is also widely
recognized as one of the main reasons Germany is seen as responsible for the escalation and continuation of
World War I. Germany felt that this powerful alliance surrounding them posed a real threat to their existence
and power in the region. However, they figured wrong. The tensions were a result of many colonies often
being acquired through coercion. It was tied to militarism, and clashed with the interests of the imperial
powers in Europe. Germany was angry that it lacked the colonies in Africa that both Britain and France had
and resented their general role in Africa. Nationalism Nationalism was also a new and powerful source of
tension in Europe. It was fed by the cultural belief that war is good for nations. While Ferdinand was traveling
in an open car in Sarajevo, Princip fired into the car, shooting Ferdinand and his wife Sophie. On the day of
his assassination, the Archduke traveled to Sarajevo to inspect imperial armed forces in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, former Ottoman territories acquired by Austria-Hungary in  They also brought nations who
would otherwise not interact into conflict and agreement. Germany in particular looked to expand its navy.
Nationalism was a major cause of World War I because it caused tensions and unrest to grow in certain parts
of Europe. However the suggestion that Germany wanted to create a European empire in is not supported by
the pre-war rhetoric and strategy. Later, Italy and the United States would enter on the side of the allies. In the
years before World War I, the Balkans was under intense nationalistic tensions. Dreadnought In addition to the
arms race, there was also a competitive naval race between Britain and Germany in the years leading up to
World War I. Austria-Hungary played a subordinate role in the world concert of imperialism. With the decline
of the Ottoman Empire, Serbian nationalism continued to rise, culminating in the assassination of the
Archduke of Austria in by a Bosnian Serb and officially triggering the start of the Great War. But more
generally, nationalism in many of the countries throughout Europe contributed not only to the beginning but to
the extension of the war across Europe and into Asia. A historic point of conflict between Austria Hungary
and Russia was over their incompatible Balkan interests, and France had a deep suspicion of Germany rooted
in their defeat in the war. Ultimately, these tensions led to a sense of anger and distrust among the European
powers that helped to set the stage for war in  Imperialism was carried out by the powerful European nations
against the rest of world in the decades before World War I began. This created a great deal of unrest in the
empire. The four long-term causes each occurred in the years and decades before the actual outbreak of World
War I, and all combined to set the stage for war in  Serbian nationalism can be dated to the mid- and lates,
though two precipitating nationalism events are directly linked to the start of WWI. The notion that Germany
was bursting with newfound strength, proud of her abilities and eager to showcase them, was overplayed.
Many historians today agree that Germany wanted to start the war. Historians over the years have tried to
figure out who was really to blame for starting the war. The assassination of 28 June , although a humiliation
for Austria-Hungary, was of merely regional significance. The Great War left more than 20 million soldiers
dead and 21 million more wounded, which can be attributed to trench warfare and the number of countries
involved in the war. Italy didn't enter the fighting until a year after World War I began, but ultimately entered
on the side of the Triple Entente after a period of secret negotiations. Activities Take a ten question quiz about
this page. However, this millenarianism was short-lived, as Germany was unprepared to fight the long war,
which took a dramatic and demoralizing toll on its people and later set the stage for the rise of the Third Reich,
less than two decades later.


