
RESEARCH METHODS IN DISSERTATION WRITING

In your thesis or dissertation, you will have to discuss the methods you used to do your research. The methodology or
methods section explains.

Dissertation Editor truly showed competency, understanding and patience as we worked together for the
editing of my paper. What is the scope of your data and conclusions? Very long, detailed lists of equipment or
excessive procedural detail Your methodology section should equip a reader to reproduce your research, but it
should also be a readable chapter of your dissertation and should retain the interest of somebody who doesn't
necessarily want to reproduce your experiment from start to finish. Let's take a look at some of the most
common types of dissertation, and the information required in a methodology section for each of them. Tips
for writing a strong methodology Step 1: Explain your methodological approach Begin by introducing your
overall approach to the research. Clarify why each particular technique would be the best choice for answering
your research question. What tools or technologies did you use in the experiment? Questionnaires can be used
to collect both quantitative and qualitative data, although you will not be able to get the level of detail in
qualitative responses to a questionnaire that you could in an interview. Did you conduct surveys by phone,
mail, online or in person, and how long did participants have to respond? The best undergraduate dissertations
will of course show originality of thought and may even be able to make an original contribution to their field
â€” but the focus will generally be on demonstrating that you have the fundamental research skills to
undertake investigative work in your field. Summary of the key points. Typically, you would want to decide
whether you are going to adopt the positivist approach; defining your hypothesis and testing it against reality.
So keep your supervisor in the loop to get their contributions and recommendations throughout the process.
Philosophical Approach This will discuss your chosen philosophy to strengthen your research and the research
model. Again, these are the areas that you will want to revisit in your discussion. Data Analysis: Finally, what
does your data mean in the context of your research? However, the complexity of working with human
subjects means there are a number of additional questions to consider. Clearly specify the research questions
that the research aims to address hypotheses. It is possible that you may need to include more or less
information depending on your subject. As this methodology is less controlled and more interpretive, you will
need to reflect on your position as researcher, taking into account how your participation and perception might
have influenced the results. Make sure you address such concerns head-on, and if necessary justify your
methods by emphasising the potential value of your conclusions. Read more about postgraduate research
projects here. Reliability and validity Essential considerations in all types of research, issues of reliability and
validity must be explicitly discussed.


