
REPORTING ON CHILDREN IN THE MEDIA

Media reporting on children and young people should never put them at risk. UNICEF has developed principles and
guidelines to help journalists report on.

In film, video and radio interviews, consider what the choice of visual or audio background might imply about
the child and her or his life and story. Always try to avoid gender stereotypes about children; in particular it is
important to challenge the roles of girls and boys as children. Pay attention to where and how the child is
interviewed. Principles The dignity and rights of every child are to be respected in every circumstance. When
a child is engaged in a psychosocial programme and claiming their name and identity is part of their healthy
development. When doing a story on a vulnerable child make sure to be extra careful. Do not publish a story
or an image that might put the child, their siblings or peers at risk, even when their identities are changed,
obscured or not used. The guidelines explicitly specify that under no circumstances should the identity of the
child be disclosed. What laws apply regarding child identification? The paper goes on to document various
other instances of sexual abuse that the children go through where they have been made to watch pornography,
threatened into undressing and blackmailed into having sexual relationship with the perpetrator. They are
offered as guidelines that UNICEF believes will help media to cover children in an age-appropriate and
sensitive manner. Always provide an accurate context for the child's story or image. Respect the dignity and
rights of every child in every circumstance. When trying to determine the best interests of a child, give due
weight to the child's right to have their views taken into account in accordance with their age and maturity.
Even if charges against the child are dropped or proven untrue, do not discount the value of stopping further
damage by not identifying the child. If in doubt leave it out. He, first greed me buy showing toffees or
chocolates and then pull me up and try to touch my private body parts. This is usually only ensured if the
permission is obtained in the child's language and if the decision is made in consultation with an adult the
child trusts. Try to make certain that children are comfortable and able to tell their story without outside
pressure, including from the interviewer. Do not portray children in a sexual manner. Do not publish a story or
an image which might put the child, siblings or peers at risk even when identities are changed, obscured or not
used. The reporter should uphold the principle of confidentiality so as to not put the child and the family under
further emotional and mental distress. Talk about the things you see there, or ask to see their favourite toy.
Explain the purpose of the interview and its intended use. Become aware of their silence and their discomfort.
The articles are also in contradiction of the guidelines given by National Human Rights Commission and
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights stating how media should report on the issue of child
sexual abuse. At the same time, children are dependent, trusting and easily exploited or abused. How big is the
coverage? Try to make certain that children are comfortable and able to tell their story without outside
pressure, including from the interviewer. The way in which the media represents, or even ignores children, can
influence decisions taken on their behalf, and how the rest of society regards children. If you want to name or
show a child, make sure you are allowed to do so by law, that you have informed consent from both the child
and caregiver and that you still protect them from potential harm. In interviewing and reporting on children,
special attention is needed to ensure each child's right to privacy and confidentiality, to have their opinions
heard, to participate in decisions affecting them and to be protected from harm and retribution, including the
potential of harm and retribution. Interviewing children Interviewing children requires extra care and
preparation. Everyone hates that person but our landlord does not throw him out of the building. Let us look at
some of the headlines from reports that have come out in the print media in the recent past. However, dramatic
images of children used without context and for gratuitous value not only lose much of their impact but can
violate the rights of the children involved. You cannot rush children. When possible and appropriate, this
permission should be in writing. Protect the best interests of each child over any other consideration, including
advocacy for children's issues and the promotion of child rights. A victim of sexual abuse or exploitation, b.
Also, giving abuse survivors the opportunity to speak out about their experiences might encourage others in a
similar situation to ask for help. When a child is part of a sustained programme of activism or social
mobilization and wants to be so identified. The dignity and rights of every child are to be respected in every
circumstance. When possible and appropriate, this permission should be in writing.


