
HUMANS IMPACT ON THEIR SURROUNDINGS

Human impact on the environment or anthropogenic impact on the environment includes changes to biophysical
environments and ecosystems, biodiversity.

This is where we have unusually high concentrations of species that you just don't see anywhere else.
Although processed materials are necessary to power the cities, the previous assessment tells us that the planet
can only sustain so much damage until it will begin to damage us. Source: Clara Don It is imperative that we
support the earth that we live on, but no matter what, the earth will live on. An example of a means-based
indicator would be the quality of groundwater, that is effected by the amount of nitrogen applied to the soil.
Among the hardest hit are areas with more than 1, plant species and areas with a at least 14 vertebrate species
that are classified as threatened. Retrieved on April 27, , from dirt. This is encouraging and potentially very
important, says research ecologist Samuel Cushman of the U. The impacts stem from the changed
hydrological conditions owing to the installation and operation of the scheme. Additionally, introductions
have resulted in genetic changes to native fauna where interbreeding has taken place, as with buffalo with
domestic cattle, and wolves with domestic dogs. Third, according to the second law of thermodynamics, order
can be increased within a system such as the human economy only by increasing disorder or entropy outside
the system i. Retrieved on April 27, , from interestingengineering. At least, you need to be aware of all the
factors that contribute to this state and share the knowledge. As a result of this massive diversion of
freshwater, lakes, rivers, and creeks are running dry, severely altering or stressing surrounding ecosystems,
and contributing to the extinction of many aquatic species. Advertisement The acidity depletes the calcium
concentrations, making it difficult for crustaceans to build their shell, leaving them vulnerable without their
armor. Marine life, including the loggerhead sea turtles, are tricked into thinking they are eating food when
really it is only a floating plastic bag or other poisonous plastic that will cause starvation or suffocation to any
unfortunate animal that mistakenly ingests it. The effects of overpopulation are quite severe, with one of the
most severe being the degradation of the environment. However, little change is being made in many parts of
the world. Source: Lara 6. Irrigation projects can have large benefits, but the negative side effects are often
overlooked. But water pollution does not end there. As a hydrological result it is found that: the downstream
river discharge is reduced the evaporation in the scheme is increased the groundwater recharge in the scheme
is increased the level of the water table rises the drainage flow is increased. To replenish the depleted soil,
fertilizer is used, which introduces a whole new set of problems to the environment and can be disastrous for
local agriculture in the long run. Other environmental impacts of transport systems include traffic congestion
and automobile-oriented urban sprawl, which can consume natural habitat and agricultural lands. Humanity is
continuously polluting indispensable resources like air, water, and soil which requires millions of years to
replenish. As global temperatures increase, Earth's weather patterns will drastically change. For example, in ,
just 27 percent of the land had no measurable human footprint. This immediately impacted the environment by
transplanting non-native species to new areas, and by prioritizing the cultivation of certain plants and animals
over others. An irrigation scheme often draws water from the river and distributes it over the irrigated area. By
subsector, road transport is the largest contributor to global warming. Agriculture The environmental impact
of agriculture can vary widelyâ€”ultimately, environmental impact of agriculture depends on the production
practices of the system used by farmers. Building on the first comprehensive human footprint analysis
published by the Wildlife Conservation Society in , Venter and his colleagues used various kinds of satellite
data to analyze eight different categories of human impacts, including the extent of built environments,
cropland and pasture land, population density, nighttime lights, roads, railways, and navigable waterways.
Invasive Species Introductions of species, particularly plants into new areas, by whatever means and for
whatever reasons have brought about major and permanent changes to the environment over large areas.


