
DISCUSS THE CONCEPT OF ADOLESCENCE AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCT

ESSAY

Aug 28, Free Essay: Discuss the concept of adolescence as a social construct and its validity for different cultures.
Adolescence describes the.

Teens rarely own the businesses at which they work, or control their own production. Due to this, many girls
have to leave school and are forced into the world of adulthood. How to cite this page Choose cite format:. It
was extended in the work of Merton to explain deviance. Explanations are offered for the enormous
differences across the world in adolescent sexuality, reproduction, and marriage. As market capitalism grew in
scope and influence, additional leisure time gained by youth was increasingly commercialized, dominated by
the products, services, and teen lifestyle aimed at youth. Cultures treat their elderly differently and place
different values on old age. Adolescence was invented because of these social constructions in westernised
cultures which depend entirely on the society in which it is used. The point here, however, is that these moral
panics - affective or felt more than actual crises, invested with values disproportionate to their actual worth
-have been associated with youth culture since adolescence was "discovered" in the wake of the industrial
revolution in the West Ackland,  The period saw the emergence of parallel institutions of prisons, courts,
welfare agencies, protective legislation, and universal education designed to accommodate the specific needs
of youth. Walkabout refers to the journey an adolescent boy undertakes, alternating from a laid back playful
child to a responsible and mature man. Industrialized Nations: The Graying of America The graying of
America has contributed to the higher concentration of the elderly in certain areas of the United States.
Industrialization and the Graying of the Globe Industrialization has contributed to the growth of the older age
population due to the technological advances that have come with it. Adolescents define their social identities
according to how they are similar to and differ from others, finding meaning in the sports, religious, school,
gender, and ethnic categories they belong to. In this light, people try to appear younger to increase their sense
of social value. Aries uses the following evidence to support his viewâ€¦ Children were expected to work at a
much earlier age The law often made no distinction between children and adults Works of art from the period
often just depict children as small adults â€” they wear the same clothes and appear to work and play together.
Youth, in-between childhood and adulthood, occupy an uneasy position in our culture. The Division of labor
in society. Different cultures portray children differently meaning highlighting the essential by looking on the
Western culture and comparing it to the less developed countries as Africa Whether American adolescence
represents trouble, or fun, or both, there is little doubt that this time period produces a certain amount of
alienation for young people. Physical Changes in Adolescence Adolescence begins with the onset of puberty, a
developmental period in which hormonal changes cause rapid physical alterations in the body, culminating in
sexual maturity. It is a part of a wider modernization process, where social change and economic development
are closely related with technological innovation. Answerbag, Responses like this one demonstrate the extent
to which adolescents are developing their self-concepts and self-identities and how they rely on peers to help
them do that. One schematic by which one can divide the world is between industrialized and non-
industrialized countries. Individuals and groups can experience anomie when they are excluded or separated
from the norms of a society, or when a society has few meaningful norms to guide conduct. However, the
elderly are not evenly distributed throughout the United States. Marx, K. Males, M. The category of youth was
stabilized by a wide array of institutions that arose to deal with this newly found phase of human development:
The middle-class view that adolescence was a distinct period of life led to a substantial reworking of the social
system to deal with the young - rich or poor - differently from adults. Expendable youth: The Rise and fall of
youth culture.


