
WOMAN S CONDITION IN THE 19TH CENTURY

During the Victorian period men and women's roles became more sharply defined than at any time in history. In earlier
centuries it had been.

Women were expected to remain subservient to their fathers and husbands. This work is Tissot's revision to
his earlier work, The Thames. Most scholars agree that the Victorian Age was a time of escalating gender
polarization as women were expected to adhere to a rigidly defined sphere of domestic and moral duties,
restrictions that women increasingly resisted in the last two-thirds of the century. They were not even allowed
to speak to men unless there was a married woman present as a chaperone. Women supposedly did not have
the brain capacity to understand such things and so they were entirely excluded from the process. Through the
Guardianship of Infants Act in , women could be made the sole guardian of their children if their husband
died. Visits of ceremony, or courtesy An act of said women in any factories could not work more than 56
hours a week. Three medical professions were opened to women in the 19th century: nursing , midwifery , and
doctoring. In the law was extended to all factories. Originally women wore a pair of drawers i. Married
working class women often worked - they had to because many families were so poor they needed her
earnings as well as her husbands. Sports became central to the lives of many middle-class girls, to the point
where social commentators worried it would overshadow other cultural concerns. If a young man was
particularly pious he might manage to stay chaste until he married. But while the husband only had to prove
his wife's adultery , a woman had to prove her husband had not only committed adultery but also incest ,
bigamy , cruelty or desertion. Pot Pourri by Herbert James Draper  During the fashionable season, that is from
April til the latter end of July, it frequently happens that the ordinary hours are greatly exceeded; if there is a
drawing-room or grand fete, or mourning to be made, it often happens that the work goes on for 20 hours out
of the 24, occasionally all night However, it was only in nursing, the one most subject to the supervision and
authority of male doctors, that women were widely accepted. In Butterick made the first paper dress pattern.
Women were now allowed in some sports, such as archery, tennis, badminton and gymnastics. Women could
not vote, no matter who they were and there were certainly no women in Parliament. Portsmouth Dockyard by
James Tissot ,  Opportunities for leisure activities increased dramatically as real wages continued to grow and
hours of work continued to decline. In the 19th century, women wore corsets. Women in the 19th Century had
many reasons to be filled with resentment. In London, overcrowding was endemic in the slums inhabited by
the working classes. According to the Tate gallery, it "shocked audiences when it was shown at the Royal
Academy in because of the questionable sexual morals of its characters. Look at this quote: "Women's work
was often not included within statistics on waged work in official records, altering our perspective on the work
women undertook" Find evidence within the table that supports and contradicts this statement. While the
majority of these studies have concentrated on how white, middle-class women reacted to their assigned
domestic or private sphere in the nineteenth century, there has also been interest in the dynamics of gender
roles and societal expectations in minority and lower-class communities. The Outcast by Richard Redgrave 


