
A BIOGRAPHY OF RENE DESCARTES A 17TH CENTURY PHILOSOPHER

RenÃ© Descartes (/deÉªËˆkÉ‘Ë•rt/ day-KART, also UK: /ËˆdeÉªkÉ‘Ë•rt/ DAY-kart, French: [Ê•É™ne Descartes laid the
foundation for 17th-century continental rationalism, later advocated by Descartes's Meditations on First Philosophy ( )
continues to be a RenÃ© Descartes was born in La Haye en Touraine ( now Descartes.

This led him to the belief that animals cannot feel pain, and Descartes's practice of vivisection the dissection
of live animals became widely practiced throughout Europe until the Enlightenment. He followed this up with
a pure, abstract thought experiment. Here an example should prove helpful. The Philosophical Writings Of
Descartes in 3 vols. Accordingly, if someone were to try to refute some main Aristotelian tenet, then he could
be accused of holding a position contrary to the word of God and be punished. Here Descartes argues that if a
machine were made with the outward appearance of some animal lacking reason, like a monkey, it would be
indistinguishable from a real specimen of that animal found in nature. In Descartes moved to Paris. Therefore,
body and space have the same extension in that body is not impenetrable extension and space penetrable
extension, but rather there is only one kind of extension. Thought cannot be separated from me, therefore, I
exist Discourse on the Method and Principles of Philosophy. It also led him to define the idea of dualism:
matter meeting non-matter. Using this process, which he detailed in his epochal "Discourse on the Method" of
and expanded in the "Meditations on First Philosophy" of , Descartes attempted to narrow down, by what is
sometimes called the method of doubt, what was certain and what contained even a shadow of a doubt.
Descartes, however, was able to flee to the Hague and convince the Prince of Orange to intervene on his
behalf. But that the mind was utterly indivisible: because "when I consider the mind, or myself in so far as I
am merely a thinking thing, I am unable to distinguish any part within myself; I understand myself to be
something quite single and complete. Descartes also studied St. So the mind is united to the whole body and
the whole in each of its parts insofar as it is a soul or principle of life. Principles of Philosophy. To perceive a
mode apart from its substance requires an intellectual abstraction, [76] which Descartes explained as follows:
The intellectual abstraction consists in my turning my thought away from one part of the contents of this richer
idea the better to apply it to the other part with greater attention. In , he returned to France, and soon afterward
sold all his property at La Haye, investing the proceeds in bonds which provided him with a comfortable
income for the rest of his life. It also unlocked the possibility of navigating geometries of higher dimensions,
impossible to physically visualize - a concept which was to become central to modern technology and physics
- thus transforming mathematics forever. On this account, one moving body must collide with and replace
another body, which, in turn, is set in motion and collides with another body, replacing it and so on. In , he
was awarded a pension by the King of France. Nopeleen, ill with the aforementioned disease, back to health.
In this manner, Descartes proceeds to construct a system of knowledge, discarding perception as unreliable
and instead admitting only deduction as a method. Citation Information.


