
MARK ANTONY SPEECH

Speech: â€œFriends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your earsâ€•. By William Shakespeare. (from Julius Caesar,
spoken by Marc Antony). Friends, Romans.

When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept: Ambition should be made of sterner stuff: Yet Brutus says
he was ambitious; And Brutus is an honorable man. He is increasingly interrupted by the crowd. Indeed,
Antony combines rational and emotional speech, diction and action. He is to be trust cause he knows the truth,
and convinces the crowd rationally. The conspirators, Brutus and Cassius, speak to the crowd, to announce
Caesar's death and justify their crime. In fact, this speech is very beautiful and substantial from a stylistic point
of view, but it also reveals an impressive political strategy and a remarkable talent for communication, which
were veracious according to history. I have overshot myself to tell you of it: I fear I wrong the honorable men
Whose daggers have stabbed Caesar; I do fear it. The play tells what happened in Rome in 44 BC : Caesar
proclaimed himself emperor, but he is killed by conspirators, and there is a subsequent war between the
political leaders : Brutus, Cassius, Mark Antony and Octavius. But it contrasts with the violent image of the
daggers. Thou art fled to brutish beasts, And men have lost their reason. Kind souls, what, weep you when you
but behold Our Caesar's vesture wounded? But yesterday the word of Caesar might Have stood against the
world; now lies he there. As Brutus justified himself saying that Caesar was ambitious, Antony develops an
argumentation which goes against his affirmation. Yet hear me, countrymen; yet hear me speak. He was my
friend, faithful and just to me: But Brutus says he was ambitious; And Brutus is an honourable man. This was
perhaps my first experience of a the power of a good speech â€” the ability of a speaker to convince an
audience of their point of view. And then begins the pathetic part. All quite masterful for a man who denies
any ability to "stir men's blood," as he puts it. He was my friend, faithful and just to me: But Brutus says he
was ambitious; And Brutus is an honourable man. I particularly love the way in which he is able to turn the
word honourable around to in fact mean dishonourable. This particular scene takes place in the Forum. O, now
you weep; and, I perceive, you feel The dint of pity: these are gracious drops. Antony's performance on the
bully pulpit should come as no surprise. Analysis This text is an excerpt from a play by Shakespeare, Julius
Caesar, written in  Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears; I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him.
From the start the first three words fit into the rule of three a technique not fully identified for a few hundred
years. Mark Antony speaks to the Roman crowd after Brutus tried to justify the killing of Julius Caesar
Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears; I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him. Then I, and you,
and all of us fell down, Whilst bloody treason flourished over us. Line Analysis Readings Page Home In Mark
Antony's funeral oration for Caesar, we have not only one of Shakespeare's most recognizable opening lines
but one of his finest examples of rhetorical irony at work. Yet Brutus says he was ambitious; And, sure, he is
an honourable man. Brutus gives a reasoned prose speech that convinces the crowd Caesar had to die. But he
never says it clearly. He controls the repetition and thus leads the crowd to his idea : the conspirators are
traitors and tyrants. He claims that if he were as eloquent as Brutus he could give a voice to each of Caesar's
wounds: " He looks like a master of ceremonies who reserves an exclusive surprise to a cheering crowd. You
all did see that on the Lupercal I thrice presented him a kingly crown, Which he did thrice refuse: was this
ambition? Mark'd ye his words? Why, friends, you go to do you know not what: Wherein hath Caesar thus
deserved your loves? And none so poor to do him reverence.


