
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FAITH AND REASON

This rest of the article will trace out the history of the development of thinking about the relationship between faith and
reason in Western philosophy from the.

Most of the contemporary discussion about the supposed conflict between faith and reason has arisen in the
context of discussions about science and religion. It reflects a sympathy with pagan customs, handles the
subject of idol worship gently, and appeals for a new examination of divinity not from the standpoint of
creation, but from practical engagement with the world. In short, being self-evident, incorrigible, or evident to
the senses is not a necessary condition of proper basicality. The orders of the world soul and nature follow
after Nous in a linear procession. So although we cannot know the divine essence as an object, we can know
whether He exists and on the basis of analogical knowledge what must necessarily belong to Him. The Rise of
Christianity Christianity, emerging from Judaism, imposed a set of revealed truths and practices on its
adherents. Rationally, you can not prove anything you see is real, but you can prove that you yourself are real,
and rationalist belief would be that you can believe that the world is consistent until something demonstrates
inconsistency. Logical Positivism and Its Critics Many philosophers of religion in the twentieth century took
up a new appreciation for the scope and power of religious language. He argues that when one proves the
negation of a thing believed to exist in God, one becomes more perfect and closer to knowledge of God. Only
God can guarantee an ideal conformity of virtue and happiness, which is required to fulfill the principle that
"ought implies can. Thus Kant's view of faith is complex: it has no theoretical grounds, yet it has a rational
basis that provides more or less stable conviction for believers. He claimed that religion constituted its own
sphere of experience, unrelated to scientific knowledge. Therefore the reason of man becomes the measure of
all things. Though Hume agrees that we have experiences of the world as an artifact, he claims that we cannot
make any probable inference from this fact to quality, power, or number of the artisans. Plotinus Plotinus , in
the Enneads, held that all modes of being and value originate in an overflow of procession from a single
ineffable power that he identified with the radical simplicity of the One of Parmenides or the Good of Plato's
Republic. He argues that bliks exist but he holds that a gradual accumulation of evidence should be able to
overturn or remove a blik. For example, Christians held that God created the world ex nihilo, that God is three
persons, and that Jesus Christ was the ultimate revelation of God. First, the standards of evidence in
evidentialism are usually set too high. Thus faith, implanted in one's heart, can be defended by the testimony
of the indwelling spirit of truth. Nietzsche on Religion[ edit ] Nietzsche is famous for the quote "God is dead".
This was embodied in his doctrine of election.


