
WRITING A PROVISIONAL PATENT APPLICATION

A provisional patent application is not legally binding or patent your invention, but it does give you a year from filing date
to submit forms and payments.

Label these Fig. Provide as much detail as possible. I write about how to use intellectual property to profit.
You must pay the provisional patent application filing fee when you file. And of course, make sure that you
have everything spell-checked, proofread, and edited to have your best foot forward prior to filing. Some of
the initial assumptions about what version you think the customers will like, can be proven to be incorrect.
Being enamored by your own invention is great â€” but you need to know that the marketplace might not
always agree. This may not seem like a big deal, but history has shown that it is critical. If you have a big idea,
assume others like potential licensees are going to make the best effort possible to work around you. This is
beneficial to show that you are the first person to attempt to patent this idea if another similar patent is filed
before you are ready to file your official non-provisional product patent application. Another way to add value
to your provisional patent application is by including numerous professional drawings. Namely, what
components make up the invention, how those components are assembled, and how those components allow
the invention to work. What needs to be present in order for your invention to work plus just one distinction
over the prior art? In the US this is vital because we follow the first to file philosophy. If you're patenting a
process, describe each step in detail, what happens when you make a change, and the process's end result.
Examples of how your invention will be used: You can list as many examples here as are relevant to your
invention. There are only very rare exceptions to this rule. Although you'll still need to file the full
Non-Provisional Application within 12 months, the Provisional Application is easier to complete and since it
takes less time to put together, could establish an earlier filing date which is important if you want to beat
others to the idea. The provisional patent application should include everything a non-provisional application
does except the " Claims " section. Since there is no actual form or specific guideline required by the United
States Patent and Trademark Office, you may think the document details don't really matter. Step 7 â€”
Competitive Advantage Up until this point you have been describing your own invention. Is your invention an
improvement over known solutions? Here in this section, you need to fully think about how your invention
could accomplish the same goals. Instead, focus on distinguishing those inventions or solutions that are
perceived as substitutes, or which relate to an earlier generation of the technology. Stephen Key. You may
want to create a separate parts list including the name of each part as well as its reference number. You are
being asked to combine Steps 4 and 5 to create the single most complete version of your invention. Patents
that block others from participating in your space are shields. The more the better! The results will provide
guidance on how to prepare your own application. Also, avoid the words "improved" and "new," and don't use
a registered trademark. With time and effort, I promise, you can become very good at this. The key to
answering this question is to remember that you do not want to actually describe the other solutions or
inventions, just describe the problems with them. Nonfigurative patent drawings such as electrical schematics,
flowcharts, and tables are useful for illustrating diverse inventions such as software, business methods,
chemical compounds, and electric circuits. For technical individuals to understand how an invention works,
they rely on technical drawings. Step 5 â€” Description of Alternative Embodiments This is the section of the
application where you need to add color, embellishments, and even add eccentric and downright silly versions
of your invention. Filing a provisional patent application is important if you want to prevent others from
stealing your invention by getting you an official patent application filing date. It is a common misconception
that a provisional patent application does not need to be written in detail. Stanford University has a detailed
provisional patent application template you can download for free. Example: Automatic coffee grinder and
brewing system 43 characters Perfect, now that you have figured out the category and title of your invention
you are on your way to filing your patent application. Since the USPTO search engine is a Boolean system,
you will need to enter appropriate keywords and allow for adequate time to locate issued patents and any
published applications. Explain your invention with so much detail that you will bore the knowledgeable
reader to death. Reasons to Consider Writing a Provisional Patent Application While writing your own
application is the cheapest option, it does require a lot of time and effort. References: This is the first time
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your patent search comes into play.


