
THE RISKS OF HUMAN CLONING

Cloning may cause long term health defects, a study by French scientists has warnings that any attempt to clone
humans might carry considerable health risks.

While the U. To construct a scenario where cloning seems a valid option for reproduction takes a lot of
ingenuity: say, where a heterosexual couple want a biological child but one of them is sure to pass on some
complex genetic disorder and they object to sperm or egg donation. First, it represented the first mammal ever
to be cloned from a somatic cell. Firstly, chemical compounds are tagged on to the central protein thread
chromatin that DNA is wrapped around. That was how IVF began. Cloning has regularly hit the headlines
since February , when researchers in Scotland successfully cloned a sheep, known as Dolly, using DNA from
the mammary cell of an adult ewe. Reproductive cloning, the most controversial type of cloning, creates
copies of whole organisms. Zavos said he took DNA from the skin cell of a man and put it in a hollowed-out
egg, which was then implanted. Second, it is unethical to view a human being--regardless of its age--as a
means to an end. There may be another barrier to human cloning. But what goes wrong? Their bold, even
reckless move has now alleviated the pain of infertility for millions of people. Human reproductive cloning is
widely opposed. These ethical concerns have provoked several nations to pass laws regarding human cloning
and its legality. In addition to the above ethical considerations, research cloning should be forbidden because it
increases the likelihood of reproductive cloning. When the nucleus of a somatic cell is introduced into an
enucleated egg, the DNA in the nucleus has to be "reprogrammed" in order for a human being to develop
fully. In some cases, the two cells involved are not incompatible and the cell cannot survive. Fortunately, the
majority of Congress is outspokenly opposed to human cloning for reproductive purposes. Their results
emphasize those dangers. As one scientist from Johns Hopkins stated in his recent testimony before the
Senate, research cloning should be called "nuclear transplantation," not "cloning. Hua Hua and Zhong Zhong
were the only live births from six pregnancies, resulting from the implantation of 79 cloned embryos into 21
surrogates. Bart Stupak D-MI and I wrote, is designed to ban human cloning for both "research" and
"reproductive" purposes. Health Problems Cloned embryos that survive pregnancy can be born with a variety
of birth defects and other health problems. The calf that died had been cloned from a skin cell extracted from
the ear of a 15 day old calf, itself cloned from a cow embryo. You may notice that our company has not made
such investments, and we have been offered the opportunity many times. All of these genes are not used at
once, however--they can be turned on and off. While the process of cloning results in two organisms that are
genetically identical, the clone faces risks that the original organism does not. On July 31, , the U. Human
cloning is the reproduction of human cells and tissue. Ninety-five to ninety-seven percent of animal cloning
attempts still end in failure, and the scientists who cloned Dolly failed times before they succeeded in
producing a single live-born clone of an adult sheep. Indeed, scientists such as Panos Zavos and Severino
Antinori stated in mid that they expected to begin implanting cloned human embryos into women within the
next several months. It's no surprise then, that skin cell DNA can lead to appalling defects if used to grow an
embryo. The Washington Post reported recently that the side effects of the injections are abdominal pain and
nausea; in 3 to 5 percent of cases hyperstimulation of the ovaries occurs, causing severe abdominal pain, and
on rare occasions surgery is required which may leave the patient infertile.


