
HOW TO FORMAT BOOK TITLES

Do you italicize book titles? Underline them? Put book titles in quotes? Here's the real scoop on how to handle styling
book titles in your writing.

According to the Chicago Manual of Style and the Modern Language Association, titles of books and other
complete works, such as newspapers and magazines , should be italicized. This is one of those pesky questions
that comes up all the time: Should I underline or italicize book titles in my writing? You should also note that
these guidelines apply to titles that appear in a text and are surrounded by other words. The title of the work is
enclosed in quotation marks if it is part of a larger work. Iyasere and Marla W. Just pick one way and stick
with it for consistency purposes for example, if you italicize the name of the book your character is reading on
page one of your novel, make sure you italicize it on page , too. The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe a
novel Flowers for Algernon a novella, but still long enough to warrant an italicized title Paradise Lost a poem
of about 10, lines Enoch Arden a poem of about lines To Have and Have Not a movie Downton Abbey a
television series 2. So which one is right? Is Paradise Lost a poem? Get Grammarly Italics and underlining are
used today to emphasize titles of works such as books, poems, short stories, and articles. The words that often
get emphasized are names of ships or planes, words used as themselves, foreign words, and titles of books,
movies, songs, and other titled works. Exceptions for Emphasizing Titles The rules for emphasizing titles may
seem straightforward, but there are exceptions. Journals and Magazines The title of the periodical journal,
magazine, or newspaper is italicized. The answer is: Probably all of them. And it comes up for good reason:
You can look at several different books, newspapers or magazine articles and see it handled several different
ways. In the second sentence, however, the title is not a question; rather, the sentence as a whole is a question.
Separate a subtitle with a colon and a space. Put them in quotes? Newspapers The title of the periodical
journal, magazine, or newspaper is italicized. The Cinderella Project Examples: Danport, Sandra. On the flip
side, the AP Stylebook suggests that you use quotation marks around the names of books with the exceptions
of the Bible and catalogs of reference material, such as dictionaries and almanacs, which should not be styled
in any way. Retain the article in non-English language newspapers Le monde. The all-caps practice has
continued into the digital age, perhaps because early email programs transformed italics into gibberish; typing
titles in all capitals insured that they would be readable. More often, writers use underlining, italics, bold text,
and quotation marks to emphasize certain words. Gardiner, Andy. Use quotation marks for titles published in
larger works like articles, essays, chapters, poems, Web pages, songs, and speeches. Your goal is to turn in a
professional-looking manuscript, and consistency in your style is one key way to do that.


