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Students first identify the author, audience, and historical context of the source. Potential difficulties with
primary sources have the result that history is usually taught in schools using secondary sources. For example,
these ideas may be used to trace the history of scientific theories, literary elements and other information that
is passed from one author to another. What additional information would you need to know in order to deepen
your understanding of the ideas expressed in the source? This is a common problem in classical studies ,
where sometimes only a summary of a book or letter has survived. In historiography, when the study of
history is subject to historical scrutiny, a secondary source becomes a primary source. What are the bases of
the author's conclusions? Primary sources, whether accurate or not, offer new input into historical questions
and most modern history revolves around heavy use of archives and special collections for the purpose of
finding useful primary sources. There can be bias and tacit unconscious views which twist historical
information. These sources often appear in the form of research articles with sections on methods and results.
For this reason, the interpretation of primary texts is typically taught as part of an advanced college or
postgraduate history course, although advanced self-study or informal training is also possible. Perhaps the
only eyewitness reports of an event may be memoirs , autobiographies, or oral interviews taken years later.
Written sources may be divided into three types. Among the earliest forgeries are false Anglo-Saxon charters ,
a number of 11th- and 12th-century forgeries produced by monasteries and abbeys to support a claim to land
where the original document had been lost or never existed. Recently, forged documents have been placed
within the UK National Archives in the hope of establishing a false provenance. In religious history , the
primary sources are religious texts and descriptions of religious ceremonies and rituals. Most primary source
materials are not digitized and may only be represented online with a record or finding aid. Historians may
also take archaeological artifacts and oral reports and interviews into consideration. Materials relating to one
area might be spread over a large number of different institutions. These forgeries have usually been
constructed with a fraudulent purpose, such as promulgating legal rights, supporting false pedigrees, or
promoting particular interpretations of historic events. Both digitized and not digitized materials can be found
through catalogs such as WorldCat , the Library of Congress catalog , the National Archives catalog , and so
on.


