
HENRY THE VIII GOOD OR BAD

A GOOD KING. Think "Henry VIII" and a swollen, cantankerous tyrant comes to mind. This is the cartoon Henry of
legend, a Henry who doesn't.

Or was he a medieval king whose actions were designed only to help himself? Nothing more or less than a
medieval dictator, a kind of English Stalin, every bit as paranoid, erratic and bloodthirsty as the notorious
leaders of living memory. This was Henry through and through: a man of unlimited excesses, unstoppable
greed and a sociopathic lack of pity, who made his country a place of fear. On top of that, he forged an entirely
new sense of national identity by triggering the Reformation and breaking away from the grip of Rome and
Catholicism. After all, his father - Henry VII - had actually won the crown in battle, the last British monarch
ever to do so. Historians nowadays think that politics in Tudor times was dominated by 'factions' â€”
quarrelling groups of nobles, all vying for the king's support. Quite the way to re-fill the coffers he had
emptied thanks to his foreign wars and spoilt, luxurious lifestyle. Another by-product was the nationwide
rampage we know as the Dissolution of the Monasteries, a monumental land-grab, with Henry forcibly closing
countless Catholic strongholds. He fostered an atmosphere of fear and suspicion, and people were right to be
scared, given how many executions took place under his reign. As author Robert Wilton puts it, he was
"wilfully and capriciously dangerous to everything around him including the country Henry began his reign in
a mediaeval kingdom, he ended it in what was effectively a modern state. His young son and successor, King
Edward VI, was controlled by his advisers, and his death of tuberculosis in sparked a succession crisis. While
not without her own flaws, historians celebrate Elizabeth for keeping England together in a time of bitter
religious divisions, a feat that was particularly remarkable given that she wasâ€”after allâ€”only a woman.
Despite one persistent rumor, there is little evidence to suggest that Henry had syphilis. Today we may have
the luxury of pointing out his flaws - his megalomania, his paranoia, his ruthlessness - but a weaker leader
may well have spelled doom for the England of Henry's day. He was, in fact, one of the most cultured and
sophisticated monarchs ever to sit on the throne. But if you see something that doesn't look right, click here to
contact us! No children came from his next three marriages. Closed the monasteries and took their wealth,
creating poverty and suffering for poor people. Upon his death, the son that Henry had so desperately wanted
inherited the throne as Edward VI. Modern film-makers have made films like Anne of the Thousand Days and
the TV series The Tudors but the nature of Henry's government is the last thing they are interested in. David
Starkey, author of Henry: Virtuous Prince, puts things in equally strong terms. But he is also seen as a great
symbol of our monarchy. The Tudor era was a time of great change, new ideas were emerging about science,
art, design and culture, and great sailing expeditions uncovered new lands. Thus ended the first there were to
be many more! By the time he died in , on his 56th birthday, Henry VIII reportedly weighed nearly pounds,
and was a very sick, unhappy man. He was buried in St. Previous newsletters can be viewed within the
newsletter archive. Hear more from Yesterday Enter your email below for the latest on Yesterday's shows. The
16th-century historian John Stow claimed Henry had some 70, people executed during his reign; though that
was an extreme exaggeration, the number surely reached into the hundreds. One abbot was dragged through
the streets by a horse, before having his head cut off and impaled on the abbey gates. This change, combined
with his self-righteousness and absolute power, made Henry very dangerous. He was just nine years old! His
personality also changed, turning from suspicious to downright paranoid. This being the idea that England was
a seperate and independent country. Let us know what you think by leaving a comment, below! There were
many pregnancies, but only three of his children survived infancy. A warmonger who was constantly at odds
with neighbouring nations, Henry laid waste to his vast inheritance thanks to numerous foreign misadventures.
King Henry with his son Edward and third wife, Jane Seymour. Prince Henry as a young child. He repeatedly
attempted to reconquer parts of France, and ended up with Boulogne, a third-rate port that was subsequently
handed back to the French after over a million pounds had been spent trying to keep it. His near-sadistic
treatment of his wives is a matter of record, but even if we look at him purely as a monarch and statesman,
Henry must surely strike any right-thinking person as a manic despot, complete with militant minions like the
ruthless Thomas Cromwell. As a statesman, Henry tamed a nation that had only relatively recently been
plunged into strife. The Dissolution of the Monasteries was more than about pillaging his own country.


