
POLICY ANALYSIS

Policy analysis is a technique used in public administration to enable civil servants, activists, and others to examine and
evaluate the available options to.

The legislature , executive and judicial branches of government are examples of institutions that give policy
legitimacy. Additionally, policy makers may conduct a head count of the number of student credit hours
generated and the number of university or college graduates to measure policy output and equate it to a
benefit. A guild? In general, the government applies policy to all citizens and monopolizes the use of force in
applying or implementing policy through government control of law enforcement , court systems,
imprisonment and armed forces. It's important to remain unbiased and logical, rather than letting emotion get
the better of you. Are there significant costs associated with this solution, and are they worth it? Feasibility
Acceptability [11] Do the relevant policy stakeholders view the policy as acceptable? Evaluation criteria
should be clear and it's important that it's something that can be measured, rather than indefinable. They adopt
various analytical techniques such as cost-benefit analysis to assess the implication of applying the proposed
solution. Simon identifies an outline of a step by step mode of analysis to achieve rational decisions. To
mitigate the effects of bias, the analyst can: identify all underlying assumptions use multiple sources of
information use replicable methods and models identify the client's goals and values identify the formal and
informal actors and institutions address relevant professional and ethical considerations. Policy outcomes can
be found in a variety of different formsâ€”tangible outputs and less-tangible outputs for which the impacts are
more difficult to measure. Assessing the consequences of all options â€” Listing possible consequences and
alternatives that could resolve the problem and ranking the probability that each potential factor could
materialize in order to give a correct priority to said factor in the analysis. Ask yourself, why is this policy in
place? A systemic policy analysis is meant for in depth study for addressing a social problem. If the feasibility
dimension is compromised, it will put the implementation at risk, which will entail additional costs. Be
prepared to display your results in a graph or in a pros and cons format. Is it better to amend, replace, remove,
or add a policy? A service? Following are steps in a policy analysis: [13] Defining the problem assessed by the
policy. Different stakeholders may define the same issue as different problems. When these individuals leave
government service, their experience and wisdom are often lost. Depending on the choice made by the
executive or legislative branch, this could involve creating new regulation or removing existing regulations ,
creating new laws, creating a new government program or service, creating a new subsidy or grant , etc. The
group is the bridge between the individual and the administration. Finally, implementation dimensions
collectively influence a policy's ability to produce results or impacts. You may want assistance from an
economist or researcher when complex calculations are needed to determine some impacts. Moreover, public
policy is a dynamic process, operating under changing social, political, and economic conditions. Benefit
calculation is oftentimes a difficult endeavour. Once you have a specific goal or a small set goals clearly
outlined, you can then move onto the next step. And when? The point is to think outside the box, and perhaps
the old policy has been useful in the past, and has now become outdated due to external factors such as
technological advances or a change in consumer behaviors. At this stage, policy legitimation is conferred upon
the selected policy solution s. The complexities of policy analysis have contributed to the development and
growth of policy science, which applies a variety of theories and tools from the hard sciences e. Ian Thomas
describes Simon's steps as follows: Intelligence gathering â€” A comprehensive organization of data; potential
problems and opportunities are identified, collected and analyzed. These organizations may include
government commissions , tribunals , regulatory agencies and electoral commissions. A vocation? You can do
this by reviewing research literature, conducting an environmental scan, and surveying best practices to
understand what other communities are doing. When you are assessing feasibility, it is important to identify
any barriers that could prevent a policy from being developed, enacted, or implemented. While pursuing a
major in public policy analysis, students use various economic theories and tools such as cost-benefit analysis
to evaluate policy decisions. However the analytical dimensions of effects directly influences acceptability.


