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What is a literature review? A literature review is a survey of everything that has been written about a particular topic,
theory, or research question. It may provide .

Introduction define your topic and provide an appropriate context for reviewing the literature; establish your
reasons â€” i. Chronological The simplest approach is to trace the development of the topic over time.
Following Cronon, the racial and class politics of wilderness preservation was a theme taken up by several
scholars in the late s and early s, who researched the material effects of conservation politics on indigenous
and rural Americans Catton ; Spence ; Jacoby  What are the strengths and weaknesses of the research?
Conclusion In the conclusion, you should summarize the key findings you have taken from the literature and
emphasize their significance. This paragraph discusses how humanities scholars have approached the concept
of wilderness. If the same authors, books or articles keep appearing in your reading, make sure to seek them
out. You can use our free citation software to quickly create correct and consistent APA citations or MLA
format citations. For each publication, ask yourself: What question or problem is the author addressing? Make
sure the sources you use are credible , and make sure you read any landmark studies and major theories in
your field of research. For example, if you were reviewing the literature on obesity in children you might say
something like: There are a large number of studies of obesity trends in the general population. Main body
The middle or main body should: organise the literature according to common themes; provide insight into the
relation between your chosen topic and the wider subject area e. How does the publication contribute to your
understanding of the topic? You should have a rough idea of your strategy before you start writing. Is this
article helpful? Pivotal publications: are there any influential theories or studies that changed the direction of
the field? You can use it to discuss various theories, models, and definitions of key concepts. The scope of
your review will depend on your topic and discipline: in the sciences you usually only review recent literature,
but in the humanities you might take a long historical perspective for example, to trace how a concept has
changed in meaning over time. For example: Look at what results have emerged in qualitative versus
quantitative research Discuss how the topic has been approached by empirical versus theoretical scholarship
Divide the literature into sociological, historical, and cultural sources Theoretical A literature review is often
the foundation for a theoretical framework. You can use a subheading for each theme, time period, or
methodological approach. It is important to keep track of your sources with citations to avoid plagiarism.
Based on your reading and notes, you can look for: Trends and patterns in theory, method or results : do
certain approaches become more or less popular over time? What are the results and conclusions of the study?
For example, if you are reviewing literature about inequalities in migrant health outcomes, key themes might
include healthcare policy, language barriers, cultural attitudes, legal status, and economic access. Depending
on the length of your literature review, you can combine several of these strategiesâ€”for example, your
overall structure might be thematic, but each theme is discussed chronologically. This step will help you work
out the structure of your literature review and if applicable show how your own research will contribute to
existing knowledge. Does it confirm, add to, or challenge established knowledge? Methodological If you draw
your sources from different disciplines or fields that use a variety of research methods , you might want to
compare the results and conclusions that emerge from different approaches.


