
DO METHODS SECTION DISSERTATION

In your thesis or dissertation, you will have to discuss the methods you used to do your research. The methodology or
methods section explains.

Tips for writing a strong methodology Step 1: Explain your methodological approach Begin by introducing
your overall approach to the research. Discuss why other methods were not suitable for your objectives, and
show how this approach contributes new knowledge or understanding. Make sure you address such concerns
head-on, and if necessary justify your methods by emphasising the potential value of your conclusions. How
long did you spend conducting the research and where was it located? You might even find yourself moving
material back and forth between sections during edits. Literature Review Just as the literature review section
of your paper provides an overview of sources you have examined while researching a particular topic, the
methodology section should cite any sources that informed your choice and application of a particular method
[i. Documentary analysis is the main way that historians obtain data about their research subjects, but it can
also be a valuable tool for contemporary social scientists. The surveys were used to select participants who
belonged to the target group years old. The focus should be on how you applied a method, not on the
mechanics of doing a method. Outline the tools, procedures and materials you used to gather data, and the
criteria you used to select participants or sources. Step 4: Evaluate and justify your methodological choices
Your methodology should make the case for why you chose these particular methods, especially if you did not
take the most standard approach to your topic. If you have created a series of primary research sources, such as
interviews, surveys, and other first hand accounts taken by either yourself or another person active during the
time period you are examining, then you will need to include more detail in specifically breaking down the
steps you took to both create your sources and use them in conducting your research. This kind of commentary
allows you to control the agenda for discussion of your work, and to head off potential objections to your
arguments and methods at the pass. Throughout the section, relate your choices back to the central purpose of
your dissertation. Explain Your methods This aspect of the methodology section is important, not just for
detailing how your research was conducted, but also how the methods you used served your purposes, and
were more appropriate to your area of study than other methods. Again, these are the areas that you will want
to revisit in your discussion. Data Collection: What you used to collect the data surveys, questionnaires,
interviews, trials, etc. If you're offering a new theoretical take on a literary work or a philosophical problem,
your reader should be able to understand your theory enough that they can apply it to another text or problem.
Are there any practical limitations that could affect your data collection? Sample Size Justification Another
important portion of your methods chapter three, is the sample size justification. Methods might include:
Content analysis : coding and categorizing themes and ideas Narrative analysis: looking at storytelling
structures and tropes and interpreting their meaning Discourse analysis : studying communication and
meaning in relation to their social context Qualitative methods example The interviews were transcribed and
open coded to categorize key themes and identify patterns. Again, your dissertation methodology is a critical
space in which to establish these criteria: "This research does not make any claims about human social
behaviour while consuming alcohol beyond the current context of X. Free Qualitative Help Session: Chapters
3 and 4 During these sessions, students can get answers to questions about the research design and rationale,
the role of the researcher, the selection of participants, instrumentation, procedure, data analysis plan, issues of
trustworthiness, data analysis and results. A mixed methods project is a mixture of both a quantitative and
qualitative study. A researcher wanting to know how people react to a billboard advertisement might spend
time watching and describing the reactions of the people. In this case, the data would be descriptive, and
would therefore be qualitative. It is important to show that you have carefully researched what data already
exists, and are seeking to build on the knowledge that has already been collected. You should walk the reader
through the procedure in detail so that they can replicate your steps and your study. Defining your own terms
If you don't define your own measures for success and failure, readers can infer from the overall structure of
your argument the terms on which it was trying to succeed, and judge it accordingly. You will have used these
observations, along with discussions with your supervisor, to plan how you're going to tackle your research
question.


