
MOTORCYCLE HELMET LAWS IN AMERICA

In most states, it is legal to ride a motorcycle without a helmet, as long as you're at least 21 years old. Only 19 states in
the U.S. have universal motorcycle helmet.

Helmets must be equipped with either a neck or chin strap and it must be 'reflectorized' on both sides. Ohio
issues "novice licenses" to motorcycle operators 18 or older who have never previously been licensed to
operate a motorcycle in Ohio or any other state or another jurisdiction recognized by Ohio law. In , to increase
motorcycle helmet use, the federal government required the states to enact helmet use laws in order to qualify
for certain federal safety programs and highway construction funds. Michigan was the first state to repeal its
law in , beginning a pattern of repeal, reenactment, and amendment of motorcycle helmet laws. Our findings
suggest that political climate and ideology are important predictors of helmet policies. To make sure your
helmet has been approved, check with the Commissioner before riding on a motorcycle in North Carolina.
Because regulations are subject to change, it's best to check with the Commissioner before riding on a
motorcycle, either as a driver or passenger, in Oklahoma. When you enter into the United States either from
Canada or Mexico, there are standard rules at all port of entries, here are a few rules, tips and suggestions to
make your experience a good one. Motorcycle rights groups first organized and challenged the laws in court
after Congress withheld highway construction funding from states without universal helmet laws in  Still
others say there should be absolutely no helmet regulation at all. Back to Top Kentucky Motorcycle Helmet
Law Kentucky law requires all persons under 21 who operate or ride on a motorcycle or who ride in an
attached sidecar to wear a helmet. Laws requiring only some motorcyclists to wear a helmet are in place in 28
states. The Department is authorized to adopt and amend regulations covering helmet types and specifications
and to establish and maintain a list of approved helmets. If you wear a helmet you're always covered literally
and figuratively , but if you like to feel the wind in your hair it's hard to know where you can and can't do it
legally. The exceptions to Tennessee's mandatory helmet law are for those riding motorcycles with an
enclosed cab, that have three wheels in contact with the ground, that weigh less than 1, pounds, and that have a
capacity to maintain posted highway speed limits. Back to Top Louisiana Motorcycle Helmet Law In
Louisiana, anyone who operates or rides on a motorcycle must wear a helmet that is secured with a chin strap
at all times when the bike is in motion. Back to Top Mississippi Motorcycle Helmet Law Mississippi law
requires all motorcycle operators and riders to wear helmets of the type and design inspected and approved by
the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators. Riders with a motorcycle learner's permit are
required to wear a helmet. The last change occurred in when Congress repealed financial incentives for states
without universal helmet laws. Homer, who conducted the analysis and led the data collection effort and
writing. Back to Top Montana Motorcycle Helmet Law In Montana, motorcycle operators and passengers
under 18 must wear a helmet that meets the standards of the state's Department of Justice. A peace officer may
not stop or detain a person who is the operator of, or a passenger on, a motorcycle for the sole purpose of
determining whether the person has successfully completed the motorcycle operator training and safety course
or is covered by a health insurance plan. Because helmet and eye protection standards are subject to change, it
is advisable to check with the Public Safety Commissioner before taking a motorcycle out on Minnesota
roadways. Alabama: Everyone. Motorcycle operators must also wear eyeglasses, goggles, or a protective face
shield, if the bike is not equipped with a windshield or screen. The only exceptions to Minnesota's helmet and
eye protection laws are for those participating in an officially-authorized parade and for those riding within an
enclosed cab. Back to Top Nebraska Motorcycle Helmet Law Nebraska requires all motorcycle drivers and
passengers to wear a helmet with a chin strap secured at all times when the bike is in motion. Those driving
under a permit are not permitted to carry passengers. To make sure your equipment is approved, check with
the Administrator before taking a motorcycle out on Rhode Island roadways. All operators, regardless of age,
must wear eye protection at all times. There is no motorcycle helmet use law in three states: Illinois, Iowa and
New Hampshire. Helmet laws fall into four general categories: required for everyone, required for everyone
under 21, required for everyone under 18, and not required at all. Peer Reviewed Contributors M. What is the
fine for NOT wearing my Helmet? Additionally, all motorcycle operators must wear eye protection, unless the
bike is equipped with a windscreen. As of , there is proposed legislation to reinstate a mandatory helmet law in
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Iowa. To make sure your helmet complies with the Commissioner's requirements, contact the Department of
Motor Vehicles before riding on a motorcycle in Vermont. The Iowa legislature repealed its mandatory helmet
law in  Additionally, all motorcycle passengers under 18 must wear a helmet, as do passengers riding with
operators holding a "novice" license, regardless of the passenger's age. Because helmet and eye protection
standards can change, it's best to check with the Motor Vehicle Department to learn about current
requirements before riding on a motorcycle in Nevada. Although the Commissioner has the power to approve
helmet types, the Vermont legislature did pass a law requiring all helmets to be equipped with either a neck to
chin strap.


