
MORALITY IN THE MILITARY

The military ethicist Martin Cook claims there is an â€œimplicit moral contract between the nation and its soldiers,â€•
which seems straightforward.

Written by leading authorities in their given fields, in a concise question-and-answer format, the books
provide inquiring minds with the essential knowledge needed to engage with the issues that matter today.
Many of them are simply mis-guided zealots who have come to believe that God wants them to kill Americans
and who will quickly set themselves about the task as soon as they can. That is why attempts by President
Donald Trump and an ever-diminishing group of apologists in the Republican Party to create a false
equivalence between the Charlottesville marchers and those who stood in opposition to them is so wrong. The
title appealed to me. That certainly appears to have happened in the aftermath of Charlottesville. No softballs.
Replacing Armistice Day in , this holiday serves to recognize victims of all wars and the US veterans who
have served honorably in the military. Naval Academy. Anybody paying close attention could tell that Iraq
was spiraling into chaos, and the once jubilant public mood about our involvement in the war, with over 70
percent of Americans in nodding along in approval, was souring. The military is also perpetually engaged in
preparing its members for engaging in war. Print There were clearly counter-protesters in Charlottesville, Va.
As my little group of hikers scrambled over the rough paths we kept running into people telling stories of
planes hitting the World Trade Center. Military forces and personnel are frequently charged, or simply left,
with the responsibility of restoring order and clearing up the chaos remaining in the wake of a war. What
followed was a disaster. Not exactly. We all have our stories of where we were that day. The weapons of mass
destruction had not been found. The murky, muddy conflicts in Mogadishu and the Balkans registered only
vaguely. Father Murphy's concern that people consider the moral consequences of their professional moves is
valid; I think he misfires by singling out the military. Especially when recruiting new enlisted personnel,
military recruiters may operate widely in far-flung regions of a country without immediate oversight or
supervision. My novels and my history books were sending very mixed signals. The abuses at Abu Ghraib, for
example, were already the subject of a criminal investigation within the U. The training environment itself,
however, presents supervisors with myriad opportunities and temptations to do otherwise: for example, to
abuse their authority and trust by engaging in or tolerating hazing or bullying in the name of toughening up
recruits, or by preying upon vulnerable recruits in other ways. Posted In:. Morality does not require legal "due
process" under these circumstances; it simply requires that those who detained are truly those who cannot be
safely released or turned over to legal process elsewhere. And yet, while the president was delivering his
ever-shifting series of statements in the wake of the Charlottesville violence, all of the generals and admirals
holding the top commands in the Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps issued clear, unequivocal
statements that the racism espoused by the white nationalists and anti-Semites who set off the violence was
not reflective of the values underpinning the service of those in uniform. This was my grand cause, my test of
citizenship. What followed was the worst military disaster of U. While we are confident that the positions
taken by hooded Klansmen and Nazi sympathizers are evil, we should not be mustering the same moral
outrage at everything anyone who disagrees with us says or does. In short, my novels and my histories were
sending very mixed signals. When we sacrificed the lives of thousands of marines daily during the Pacific
island-hopping campaigns of WWII, a much greater fraction of injured men died before they could receive
care. That training or education must be accurate, complete, fully competent, and strictly relevant to the proper
performance of duties and discharge of military responsibilities. Saying that black lives matter or otherwise
opposing the hate messages of Nazism, anti-Semitism and white supremacism is not. A great many of these
social problems, to be sure, are endemic to many other professions and organizations, as well as to the wider
societies within which military personnel serve. It sounded preposterous, the sort of rumor that could easily
spread in an isolated place, in the days before everybody had a smartphone.


