
RELIGION AND THE U S CONSTITUTION

firmly in the constitution of the United States, this does not mean that there is no religious dimension in.

The clause simply means that no public position can be required to be held by any one of any religious
denomination. We could not approve the slightest breach. The intervening period is sometimes referred to as
an "establishment of religion" in Massachusetts. Yet they were well aware of the dangers of church-state
union. The central point, they argue, was a constitutional ban against aid to religious schools, followed by a
later ban on religious observance in public education. The United States, in short, was not founded to be an
officially Christian nation or to espouse any official religion. Section  But many people disagreed, and though
the opposition had many issues with the Constitution, they focused on one in particular: the lack of a bill of
rights. Efforts to revive it in the early s were unsuccessful. Either way, the alternate text attempts to make the
oath all-inclusive and religion-neutral. Article 11 of the treaty states, "[T]he government of the United States is
not, in any sense, founded on the Christian religionâ€¦. We agree with that contention, since we think that the
constitutional prohibition against laws respecting an establishment of religion must at least mean that, in this
country, it is no part of the business of government to compose official prayers for any group of the American
people to recite as a part of a religious program carried on by government. Talk about your rights with your
friends! This means that the government may not give financial support to any religion. Petition your school
administration! Also, even though most Americans identify as Christian, this does not mean they would back
official government recognition of the Christian faith. When she applied for unemployment compensation, a
South Carolina court denied her claim. United States , Supreme Court Justice David Brewer wrote for a
unanimous Court that "no purpose of action against religion can be imputed to any legislation, state or
national, because this is a religious people. Physical persecution of religious dissenters had ended by and was
replaced with a movement towards religious freedom and tolerance. It is commonly accepted that, under the
doctrine of Incorporation â€”which uses the Due Process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to hold the Bill
of Rights applicable to the statesâ€”these state churches could not be reestablished today. The members of the
Constitutional Convention, the group charged with authoring the Constitution, believed that the government
should have no power to influence its citizens toward or away from a religion. Had an officially Christian
nation been the goal of the founders, that concept would appear in the Constitution.


