
WOMEN INDUSTRIAL WORKERS DURING INDUSTRIALIZATION

At the same time that women were entering the workforce, socialist values were emerging in the Industrial Revolution,
as workers began to.

The early feminist movements also emerged out of this time period, as women began to organize and protest
for more equality in society. I go down at three, sometimes five in the morning, and come up at six or seven at
night. Eden, The State of the Poor, vol. Throughout the s, women were denied the right to vote, but this
changed in most industrial societies in the early s, as the governments began to extend rights to women. She
describes her experience in the mines by what she had to wear; a belt around her waist and a chain between
her legs that hooked up to the carts that carried the coal into the pits. The woman would have the cart full of
coal attached to her waist by a strap and she would be expected to haul it through the narrow space. Her sons
would make around 9s per day and she would make around 10s per day. But in the long run, women's
employment opportunities began to decline and become associated with the stagnating textile industry, along
with domestic manufacturing, agriculture, and domestic service, which had all begun to contract by phase two.
They saw their role in society dramatically shift and many of them entered the workforce in order to support
their families. Alexander Gray, a pump boy aged 10 years old. Many women who did not belong to wealthy
families would often be forced to enter the workforce just to provide enough for their families to live off of.
Pinchbeck, Ivy. Hence, this chapter consists of an explanation of women's special roles during this period and
encompasses an examination of a wide variety of women's experiences during industrialization. Berg, Maxine
Dr. As the manufacturing industries began to grow, they would take advantage of these low average salaries
amongst women and children. The chart does not account for all types of employee at the colliery. This
evolution of the structure of women's work and feminine attitudes about work can be divided into three
phases. During the Industrial Revolution, the early feminist movements particularly fought for workplace
equality, but first needed to achieve equal voting rights. In the second phase, from the s until after World War
II, the structure of industry changed toward heavy industries like mining, metallurgy, and machines, and this
meant a significant decrease in married women's work. The first phase from the s to about ; the second from
the s through the s; and the third, the postwar period. One woman farmer who was clearly an active manager
celebrated her success in a letter sent to the Annals of Agriculture, quoted by Pinchbeck, Women Workers and
the Industrial Revolution, Routledge, , p. The Industrial Revolution did not usher in a new phase in the
employment of women in that sense. Oxford: Oxford University Press,  I am obliged to pump fast or the water
would cover me. This aspect of work remained important to women even after other types of work had been
removed from the family context. Eden, State of the Poor, London: Davis, , vol. Married women continued, as
in phase one, to work during periods of a husband's illness or unemployment or when advancing age curtailed
or eliminated the husband's income. Second, we must examine the female role in a more general context. The
evolution of large retail outlets in phase two further threatened the small retail shops and family-run
businesses, curtailing a consistent source of employment for a minority of married women. These "critical life
situations" were clustered in the decades of the s and s because of a series of economic crises, but they could
occur in individual families at any time, particularly as the couple grew older. As a result of the need for
wages in the growing cash economy, families became dependent on the wages of women and children There
was some worker opposition to proposals that child and female labor should be abolished from certain jobs.
Urbanization and the spread of primary education also under mined the usefulness of domestic service as a
rural-urban link, or even as a period of training before marriage.


