
HOW TO WRITE A DISCUSSION SECTION OF A PAPER

This section is often considered the most important part of a research paper because it Fourteen Steps to Writing to
Writing an Effective Discussion Section.

Do your results elaborate on previous findings, or differ significantly? If you chose the first example, you are
correct. Which sentence would you choose to begin your discussion? For example, if your sample size was
small or limited to a specific group of people, note that this limits its generalizability. Imagine that you
conduct a study aimed at evaluating the effectiveness of stent placement in patients with partially blocked
arteries. In conclusion, whoever the preferred referee will be, these internal, and external referees should
respond the following questions objectively. For example, if you studied the impact of foreign aid on
increasing levels of education among the poor in Bangladesh, it's generally not appropriate to speculate about
how your findings might apply to populations in other countries without drawing from existing studies to
support your claim. The greatest problem with this study, however, was compliance. For example, in this
Free2DownloadAndRead World Development article, the discussion section is blended with the results. Can
you answer your research question? When writing the discussion section, you should carefully consider all
possible explanations for the study results, rather than just those that fit your prior assumptions or biases.
What are the implications of your results? A good discussion section includes analysis of any unexpected
findings. This part of the discussion should begin with a description of the unanticipated finding, followed by
a brief interpretation as to why you believe it appeared and, if necessary, its possible significance in relation to
the overall study. University of Toronto; Summary: Using it Wisely. These are the general rules you should
adopt when composing your discussion of the results: Do not be verbose or repetitive. A Sociology Writer's
Guide. Definitive conclusions cannot be drawn without calculation of statistical differences not required in
second year. University College Writing Centre. Be concise and make your points clearly. Consumption of a
high cholesterol diet did not significantly increase blood cholesterol concentration over a week period Figure
1. Department of Biology. Did your methodology differ? If there is prior research to indicate this, you need to
explain why it was significant or unanticipated. Notice the additional parts of the discussion and what
questions the new content is answering. This result should be interpreted with caution because each of the 3
subjects used in the analysis for the high-cholesterol group finished the study with an identical plasma
cholesterol concentration of 8 mM probably coincidentally. You find that despite this being a common
first-line treatment, stents are not effective for patients with partially blocked arteries. What is your plagiarism
score? University of Florida; Yellin, Linda L.


