
DEMOCRACY AND AMERICA

De La DÃ©mocratie en AmÃ©rique is a classic French text by Alexis de Tocqueville. Its title translates as On
Democracy in America, but English translations are.

The influence of money began to be perceptible in State affairs. The vastness and novelty of the undertaking
increase admiration for the remarkable ability with which the task was performed. This might explain the
destinies of certain nations, which seem borne on by an unknown force to ends of which they themselves are
ignorant. Yale found itself from that time on in possession of invaluable documents. Insightful analysis of
political society was supplemented in the second volume by description of civil society as a sphere of private
and civilian affairs mirroring Hegel. Sometimes quietly gliding along the argillaceous bed which nature has
assigned to it, sometimes swollen by storms, the Mississippi waters 2, miles in its course. These include his
belief that democracy has a tendency to degenerate into " soft despotism " as well as the risk of developing a
tyranny of the majority. Would it, then, be wise to imagine that a social impulse which dates from so far back
can be checked by the efforts of a generation? Even if you do have the vote, as we noticed, exercising it is
another issue and cultural change to shift the position of the majority is something else again. On the other
hand, Tocqueville proved shortsighted in noting that a democracy's equality of conditions stifles literary
development. This would have dispelled his apprehensions, if he had any, about the power of the United States
to withstand the severest shocks of civil war. There are virtuous and peaceful individuals whose pure morality,
quiet habits, affluence, and talents fit them to be the leaders of the surrounding population; their love of their
country is sincere, and they are prepared to make the greatest sacrifices to its welfare, but they confound the
abuses of civilization with its benefits, and the idea of evil is inseparable in their minds from that of novelty.
But this is a point which has not yet been clearly elucidated by science. Translated versions of Democracy in
America and effects on meaning[ edit ] This translation was completed by Reeve and later revised by Francis
Bowen. The ruins of vegetation were heaped upon each other; but there was no laboring hand to remove them,
and their decay was not rapid enough to make room for the continual work of reproduction. Mary Mottley died
in  It grew attached to them when they were clement and just, and it submitted without resistance or servility
to their exactions, as to the inevitable visitations of the arm of God. John T. It may safely be advanced, that on
leaving the mother-country the emigrants had in general no notion of superiority over one another. I have cited
my authorities in the notes, and anyone may refer to them. Here the reader must necessarily believe me upon
my word. Moreover, he obtained the authorization to have the manuscripts that concerned America copied.
Everything suggests that they would have constituted appendices to the Democracy if Beaumont had not
written Marie. For his part, Tocqueville also made certain deletions and several additions. That nothing has a
simple effect in the social dynamic, but is at least two-faced was a useful insight. Belonging neither to the
class which regarded the social revolution as an innovation to be resisted, nor to that which considered
political equality the universal panacea for the evils of humanity, he resolved by personal observation of the
results of democracy in the New World to ascertain its natural consequences, and to learn what the nations of
Europe had to hope or fear from its final supremacy. Further on, p. Even the rough drafts of a thinker and
observer like Tocqueville would be of inestimable value for thinkers to come; and unless he opposed it while
alive, it seems to me that there would be no disadvantage in publishing his imperfect manuscripts while
presenting them only for what they are and scrupulously retaining all the indications of an intention to go back
to some piece and to submit its ideas to a later verification. On exploring these heaps of earth to their centre, it
is usual to meet with human bones, strange instruments, arms and utensils of all kinds, made of metal, or
destined for purposes unknown to the present race. The ship seemed to float in air, the navigator became giddy
as his eye penetrated through the crystal flood, and beheld submarine gardens, or beds of shells, or gilded
fishes gliding among tufts and thickets of seaweed. Whenever an opinion, a political custom, or a remark on
the manners of the country was concerned, I endeavored to consult the most enlightened men I met with. The
violence of party spirit has been mitigated, and the judgment of the wise is not subordinated to the prejudices
of the ignorant. In he published "The Old Regime and the Revolution. Every individual being in the
possession of rights which he is sure to retain, a kind of manly reliance and reciprocal courtesy would arise
between all classes, alike removed from pride and meanness. The people never having conceived the idea of a
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social condition different from its own, and entertaining no expectation of ever ranking with its chiefs,
received benefits from them without discussing their rights. I readily discovered the prodigious influence
which this primary fact exercises on the whole course of society, by giving a certain direction to public
opinion, and a certain tenor to the laws; by imparting new maxims to the governing powers, and peculiar
habits to the governed. They seemed to have multiplied freely in the midst of their deserts without coming in
contact with other races more civilized than their own. Is it credible that the democracy which has annihilated
the feudal system and vanquished kings will respect the citizen and the capitalist? When De Tocqueville
wrote, we had lived less than fifty years under our Constitution. All the emigrants spoke the same tongue; they
were all offsets from the same people. But Tocqueville believes that through education a society can become
more and presumably less too democratic. The reader will discover, for example, how Tocqueville, often
hesitant, uncertain about the direction to follow, asks for advice from his family and friends, and how the latter
guide his thought when writing some paragraphs and sentences. But it would be an illusory Democracy,
Edition: current; Page: [xxx] entirely as hard to read and grasp as the original, and one whose intrinsic value
would be lost. In perusing the pages of our history, we shall scarcely meet with a single great event, in the
lapse of seven hundred years, which has not turned to the advantage of equality. In this way Bonnel continued
to work and to send copies regularly to the United States.


